
I
am known as Billy Ray. That is not my name but it is
what I have been called since I was a very young man.
Now that I am an old man it is still the same. Some
things change; others never do.This, then, is my story:
To begin: I am not a derelict; I am not a bum; I am not

a drunk (or “alcoholic,” if you prefer); I am not a drug
addict and I shower regularly.

How then, with this profile, one may reasonably ask,
did you arrive at CPHI, more formally known as
Community Partnership for Homeless?

I am a musician, specifically, a pianist. I was playing
jazz by ear at the age of 5 and learning to read classical
music. My father was a drummer with Duke Ellington’s big
band and through this connection my own career began.

Duke Ellington took me under his wing and I made my
public debut with him and his band at the Savoy Ballroom
in Harlem. I was 9 years old. Formal education, for me, was
the Performing Arts School in New York City from which
I graduated at 17. A few years later, opportunity suddenly
knocked when Sammy Davis, Jr., appeared on the scene
and guided me to Grossingers famous resort in the
Catskills where I became the boy wonder pianist in 
residence.

A little fame, a little power and a little wealth rather
quickly followed. I thought I owned the little
world in which I lived and worked.
From Grossingers, I went on to
play in most of the great cities in
the United States and many cities
in Europe. My career took me to, in
its heyday, the Fontainebleau Hotel
in Miami Beach, but much of my
time was spent playing the hot spots
of New York City.

With passing years, however, my
career, almost imperceptibly, seemed
to plateau. I married and had a 
family. Slowly, my dream castles
came down. I became basically a bar
entertainer, belting jazz and rasping
songs according to requests. My 
family disintegrated.

I might have lived out my life in
this fashion but other plans already
had been made for me. I had a stroke.
There was no paralysis but my
speech was impaired and so was my

right hand. No more music for a long, long time.
There was much rehabilitation effort, including hand

therapy, and of course, exhaustion of all resources – 
savings, insurance, loans, charity.

Slowly, my hand improved to a point that I could play
and work a little when I could find it. I guess I was at about
45 percent of pre-stroke capacity when I decided to try the
“greener pasture” cure. I scraped the money together and
boarded a bus for the Magic City.

Fate, this time, truly intervened once more. Shortly
after getting off the bus in Miami, I was held up at gun-
point by two men who took everything I had, which was
not much. The police were perplexed as to what to do
with me. But one of them, to his everlasting credit, and
whose name I do not know to this day, arranged for me to
be admitted to CPHI.

Although I was not a derelict, I certainly was destitute,
with no friends and no connections. I was not 100 percent
healthy and still somewhat slow mentally. But I must say,
candidly, that it came as a shocking and depressing jolt to
find myself in a homeless shelter, spacious and comfortable
as this one is.

Here, however, I found some answers to many 
questions I had never addressed nor even identified. And

with these answers, the inner fears and
demons and recurring bouts of depres-
sion disappeared. More important,
now, I could function physically, 
mentally and spiritually.

I cannot put into words what 
I found at CPHI. The degree of
warmth, love, sharing and generosity
that goes on there at all times, among
all — whether staff, residents, family,
children, or executives — is a 
continuing miracle.

I believe that the end result, for
me, has been a genuine spiritual
awakening for which I shall be 
eternally grateful.

To CPHI, and all connected
with it, and to those who made it
possible, I can only say: Thank
you, again and again and again.
-BILLY RAY
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Pianist finds spiritual 
awakening at CPHI

William Morrison presents a bouquet to 
Amanda Batchelor at CPHI’s second annual gala
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Editor’s note:  Billy Ray is now working
as a pianist at a local restaurant.



A
s we mark Community
Partnership for HomelessÕ
tenth anniversary, there is
much to celebrate. There is
also much that remains to

be done.
Two Homeless Assistance Centers Ñ

The Chapman Center in downtown
Miami and one in far South Miami-Dade
County Ñ now provide not only food and
shelter to Òthe least, the last and the lost,Ó
but also a means to rebuild their lives.

Despite the uncertain economic condi-
tions of the past few years, Òon the streetÓ
homelessness in our community has been
reduced by 43 percent since 1993. More
significantly, more than 57 percent of the

38,000+ people who have received homeless assistance
services now live independently and fruitfully Ñ more than

double the 25 percent success rate most homeless assistance
programs achieve. Given a chance to address their problems and
learn new skills, former Òstreet peopleÓ have been given new hope

and are now fully contributing members of the community.
On October 17, we honored Miami-Dade Mayor Alex Penelas

with the Alvah H. Chapman, Jr. Humanitarian Award at CPHIÕs 
second annual fundraising gala at the JW Marriott Hotel. 

ÒA Place for UsÓ was an apropos theme for the evening, at which
we recognized those, including Mayor Penelas, who have led the
fight to create a supportive place in which homeless men, women
and families can regain their independence.

Alvah Chapman himself, CPHIÕs founding
chairman and fundraiser extraordinaire, presented
Mayor Penelas with the award.

As second recipient of the Alvah H. Chapman,
Jr. Humanitarian Award, the mayor recognized early in
his political career that Miami-Dade could only realize
its potential for greatness if the homelessness issue was dealt
with compassionately and creatively. He has since become
one of CPHIÕs champions and has vigorously supported a Òcon-
tinuum of careÓ approach which has brought our community
national recognition.

Like Mayor Penelas and Alvah Chapman, we who are 
committed to ending homelessness will continue to wrestle with the
uncertainty of raising funds and meeting budgets in an unpre-
dictable economy, with many peopleÕs complacent belief that the
problem of homelessness has been solved, with all of the challenges
attendant to bringing about social change.

Led by people of vision, like Mayor Penelas and Alvah
Chapman, our progress has been remarkable. Skeptics have become
believers. People who had no hope can now look to the future with
confidence.

At the 10-year mark, itÕs fitting that we evaluate our progress,
celebrate our successes and map our goals for the future. We are
grateful for our generous contributors and for everyone who helped
us achieve all that we have over the past decade. We are grateful for
leaders like Mayor Penelas and Alvah Chapman and remain 
committed to continue our work until not one person sleeps on the
streets of Miami.

ChairmanÕs Message
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The need for these items continues to grow
every day. You may donate items or money 
to purchase them. Drop offs are  accepted at
1550 N. Miami Avenue or 28205 SW 125 Avenue.
For additional information, please call our
Donation Hotline (305) 329-3030 or e-mail
tbflowers@cphi.org
PERSONAL HYGIENE:
Shampoo/Bath Soap
Toothbrushes/Toothpaste
Deodorant/Shaving Cream
Feminine Hygiene Items
Diapers (Children and Adults)
Hair Brushes/Combs
Baby Powder/Lotion/Baby Wipes/Formula
GENTLY USED CLOTHING FOR MEN, 
WOMEN, CHILDREN:
MenÕs and WomenÕs Business Attire
Shorts
Tee Shirts
Shoes
Plus Sized WomenÕs Clothing 
Maternity Clothing
Socks
Infant Clothing
Underwear

HOUSEHOLD ITEMS:
Beds
Cribs
Dressers
Mattress/Box Spring/Frame
Kitchen Tables w/Chairs
Lamps
Sofas
Coffee Tables
Night Stands
Dishes/Glasses
Pots/Pans/Silverware
Small Household Appliances (Microwaves,

Toaster Ovens, Coffee Pots, Toasters)
Towels/Wash Cloths
Sheets/Blankets/Pillows
OFFICE NEEDS:
Filing Cabinets
Bulletin Boards
Fax Machines
Typewriters
Workable Computers
Office Chairs

KITCHEN NEEDS:
Baked Goods (pre-packaged: sweet rolls, 

cookies, cakes, pies or donuts)
Milk

Juice
Canned Goods (potted meats, vegetables, 

soups, fruit)
Soda
MISCELLANEOUS NEEDS:
Arts & Crafts Supplies (glue, construction paper,  

markers, pens, paper, scissors)
Board Games/Decks of Cards/Educational

Games/Balls
Videos/DVDs (G and GP rated please)
Backpacks/Vinyl Bags
Computer Software Games
General School Supplies
Books (Children and Adults)
Suitcases/Overnight Bags
Baby Bottles
Pacifiers
Wheel Chairs (Children and Adult)
Walkers (Tri and Quad)
Canes/Crutches
Baby Blankets
Car Seats
Strollers (Double and Single)
HOLIDAY ITEMS:
Gifts - Adults & Children
Decorations - Children Parties
Christmas Trees


